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the time came for contracting for the annual supply of coal,
he was ineligible by virtue of his office But his son, then
with a bakery business along the Shopleigh Road, put in a
tender in his own name and secured the contract That was
a something my father could not stomach, and it was his
principal grievance against the Reverend that he had sat by
as chairman and let so scandalous an arrangement pass un-
challenged At any rate my father spoke his mind and there-
after he had an enemy who made him pay dear

But at this distance of years I own freely that there was
much that my boyhood owed to William Cash Like others,
and not least myself, he was his own enemy Self-discipline
and a vision wider and more clear might have made him a
tremendous power in Liberalism and indeed a notable man
Even a sense of humour that pivoted less on personal ironies
might have taken him far beyond the position in local and
parochial politics to which he ultimately attained, and in
which he took so amusing and portentous a pride

The third in the triumvirate was Peacock, the Prudential
Insurance agent Where he first gained a passion for politics
and an interest in his fellow men I do not know, but he came
of Radical stock When I first returned to the village he was
a young married man, and my first contact with him was when
I shot off a popgun at a venture and the acorn struck his
toddling son plumb in the middle of the forehead

His cottage was privately owned and in a way he had more
freedom than either of his elders, and his opportunities to
\serve the cause were far greater, for his round included not
only all Heathley to its remotest confines but the fringes of
neighbouring hamlets as well, and when a man is expected to be
a brmger of news he has no difficulty in distributing doctrine

At first he was a collaborator with Cash Then came the
inevitable break and the two became bitter enemies But
Cash received far more than he gave, for Peacock had in his
armoury the one weapon that the other lacked, an indomitable
cheerfulness and the gift of poking sly fun But after the
break with Cash, Peacock became dose to my father, though
I would not call him a disciple For he had a patience that
my father never possessed and a vision less blurred My
father believed, and most confidently at election times, that
the Breckland world could be changed by some simple